CBH FY2021 POLICY GOALS
The past year has been defined by the pandemic and an ASO transition unprecedented in its
dysfunction. Both events have the potential to weaken our public behavioral health system—yet
CBH is stronger than ever. Together, we tackle these goals to shape our future. Learn more about
our work at mdcbh.org/public-policy

PRESERVE NEEDED FUNDING
In order to address years of flat funding, the General Assembly passed the HOPE Act in 2017, which
provided the first-ever mandated rate increases for community behavioral health programs. In FY21, CBH
will work to preserve the mandated HOPE Act and minimum wage increases to ensure that treatment
capacity meets the needs of Maryland residents.
Like the rest of healthcare, behavioral health providers
have been impacted by COVID-19 pandemic. Our
workforce challenges have been magnified by staff
quarantines and leave. Unlike other healthcare sectors,
behavioral health providers have not received targeted
financial support and therefore are particularly vulnerable
should the mandated rate increases be reduced.

CBH Asks
•

Reject any effort to eliminate or reduce
the 4% rate increase for FY2021.

•

Continue to support the 3.5% mandated
increase for FY22

TELEHEALTH FLEXIBILITY
The pandemic has allowed telehealth to be temporarily
expanded during federal and state public health emergencies.
CBH members have deployed telehealth widely and have been
tracking its use closely. Maryland should take steps now to
permanently adopt telehealth provisions to allow providers to
meet their clients’ needs in the face of workforce shortage and
pandemic.

Learn More
•
•

Telehealth Recommendations for
Maryland Medicaid (July 14, 2020)
Telehealth: Feedback from CBH Clients (July 13, 2020)

STRENGTHEN CONTINUUM OF CARE
Maryland residents need behavioral health services more than ever. At this critical time, the behavioral
health system is facing a panoply of changes that threaten disruptions in care and strain provider capacity.
These include:
• The COVID-19 pandemic
• a disruptive ASO transition
• a proposed regulatory rewrite
• a rate study
• efforts to restrict the utilization of psychiatric rehabilitation services
• continued concern about network adequacy in the commercial insurance market.
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CBH 2021 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
The need for mental health and addiction treatment in Maryland is greater
than ever as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2021, the Maryland General
Assembly must preserve vital treatment
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About CBH
The Community Behavioral Health Association of
Maryland (CBH) seeks to improve the quality of
behavioral health care and access to treatment.
CBH represents 76 organizations working in the
public behavioral health system. CBH members
encompass over 845 service sites, 180,000
individuals served and 13,000 employees.
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